
Ofsted & Connecting Classrooms 
Through Global Learning (CCGL) 
Programme.

(Stephen Ellis: British Council Schools Ambassador and Associate Global Learning Adviser for HEC)
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A GLOBAL 
PERSPECTIVE

https://vimeo.com/224214519
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WHAT IS CCGL? 

Connecting Classrooms through      
Global Learning

• International programme helping children  

to explore the Global Goals and make a 

difference to their world

• Work with an international partner school, 

attend training and access free resources

• For primary and secondary schools

• No cost to school

• Funded by the British Council and the 

Department for International Development 

(DFID)
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PARTNER TALK ACTIVITY

WHAT IS GLOBAL LEARNING?

YOU HAVE ONE MINUTE TO DISCUSS AND WRITE 
DOWN YOUR ANSWER.
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GLOBAL LEARNING

How close is your answer to this definition?

What is global learning? 

“Education that aims to inform learners about 

global issues, such as poverty, climate change 

and the rationale for UK Aid, and to equip them 

with the knowledge, skills and attitudes they need 

to live and work in a globalised economy and  

take action on poverty.”

Department for International Development 2018
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“One of the things that matters to me especially is 

how much we can learn from the richness of other 

cultures… What’s different about Connecting 

Classrooms is that it emphasises global learning 

as a two-way thing. It’s as much about equipping 

British children with the knowledge, skills and 

attitudes they need to thrive in the global economy 

as it is about sharing learning with those in 

developing countries.”  

Damian Hinds, Secretary of State for Education, 

September 2018
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WHAT DO I GET?

Support for your school

• Find a partner school in another 

country and get ideas for working 

together

• Free teaching resources on the  

Sustainable Development Goals

• Fully-funded professional development    

for your teachers

• Funding of up to £35,000 for clusters of 

UK schools with international partners,  

to support global learning activity
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FREE RESOURCES

Connecting Classrooms Resources
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PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

Fully-funded CPD for teachers

• Choose to book a trainer for an INSET or 

twilight, or attend a scheduled course

• Range of courses to help your teachers 

develop their practice and embed global 

learning in the curriculum

• Providers include Lyfta, CODEC, the 

Geographical Association and the Global 

Learning Association

• Training can include support with 

implementation and evaluation 
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SCHOOL 
PARTNERSHIPS

Work with an international partner school

• Free partner matching service from the 

British Council

• Guidance on how to start working together

• Resources to help you collaborate and 

explore the Global Goals together

• Work with a partner school from one of our 

programme countries in Africa, the Middle 

East, or South Asia
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FUNDING 

Cluster grants

• Cluster means two or more UK schools 

working together

• With at least two international partner 

schools 

• Experienced cluster co-ordinator 

• Up to £35,000 available per cluster

• Funding for international travel, supply 

cover for the co-ordinator, training for 

teachers in the cluster, pupil projects etc

• Free support from a local advisor,     

before and after applying
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ROLE OF THE CLUSTER     
CO-ORDINATOR

Cluster co-ordinator

• A teacher at the “lead school”

• Experienced in global learning

• Completes the grant application

• Co-ordinates funding and  cluster 
activities

• Trains teachers in the cluster and 
supports less experienced schools

• Eligible for funding for supply cover and 
grants for training and support
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FUNDING 

One-to-one grants

• Available to an individual school with an 

international partner school

• Partner school must be in a Connecting 

Classrooms country

• Up to £3,000 available per school 

partnership

• Funding covers international travel for a 

UK teacher to the partner school, and a 

return visit from the partner teacher
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WHY TAKE PART?

Why do it?

• Broadens horizons and encourages a global outlook

• Enriches the curriculum through exploring real global challenges 

such as climate change, hunger or gender equality

• Boosts engagement through providing an authentic context and 

through sharing work with a real audience of international peers

• Develops pupils as responsible global citizens, and empowers them 

to put learning into action to improve their world

• Contributes to SMSC and British values
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What UK teachers say…

“All of the activities… helped the children to recognise 

their role in addressing the issues of human and 

environmental sustainability and work towards a fairer 

world in a spirit of mutual respect.” 
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“Through this project, we are encouraging the students to 

see refugees not just as numbers in need of aid but rather 

as the people that they are.  We are providing our children 

with tools to take action and not just to admire a problem.”

“It has helped me become enthusiastic about teaching again.  It has been 

successful in helping the pupils talk and think and reason about issues as 

well as becoming more aware of world issues and broadening their horizons.”
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OFSTED, WHAT’S NEW?

Headlines!

• The introduction of a new quality of education inspection 

judgment which aims to shift the focus away from performance 

data to looking at a holistic way at the work of schools.

• Internal inspection data will not be used for inspection evidence.

• Separate judgements about learners ‘Personal development and   

behaviour and attitudes are being introduced.

• An extension of the on-site time for short inspections of good 

schools to two days.

The new Ofsted Education Inspection framework (September 

2019)
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CCGL SUPPORTING A BROAD, RICH 
AND INCLUSIVE CURRICULUM

A new focus!

‘a broad, rich, deep and inclusive’ curriculum to enhance 

and expand the learning experience for pupils, support 

personal development, enable them to make a positive 

contribution to society and respect diversity’. 

The new Ofsted Education Inspection framework 

(September 2019)
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THE AMMAN AND LONDON 

SCHOOLS GLOBAL LEARNING 

PROJECT.

WEDNESDAY 19TH JUNE 2019

www.britishcouncil.org
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A BROAD, RICH, DEEP AND 
INCLUSIVE CURRICULUM TO:

ENHANCE AND EXPAND THE 
LEARNING EXPERIENCE.
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What is Sustainable Development?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7V8oFI4GYMY&t=24s


Promoting Global 
Learning  through the 

UN Goals .

UN Goal 2
Zero Hunger 
(Whole School)

UN Goal 4: Quality 
education:  Identity 
& Belonging part 
1(whole school)

UN Goal 4: Quality 
education:  Identity & 
Belonging part 2(whole 
school)

UN Goal 10 Reduced 
Inequality : 
Challenging images 
(Whole School)

UN Goal 11: 
Sustainable cities 
and communities. 
(Megastructures  
Year 1 Project)

UN Goal 13: 
Climate Action 
(Amazonia Yr 4 
project)

UN Goal 6: Clean 
Water & 
Sanitation (Our 
watery (World Yr 5 
Project)

UN Goal 15: Life on 
Land (Yr 3 project 
Gardener’s World)

UN Goal 14: Life 
below water (Yr 5 
Project)

Whole School ProjectsClass Projects



The Wedding Cake 
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A BROAD, RICH, DEEP AND 
INCLUSIVE CURRICULUM TO:

SUPPORT PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 
THROUGH THE GLOBAL CORE SKILLS 
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WHY CORE SKILLS?

The acquisition of core skills are crucial to young people’s success, to the future 
and well-being of others and to the prosperity and security of our global society.  
British Council (2016), Unlocking a world of potential, Core skills for learning, work 
& society.

www.britishcouncil.org 25
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Six Core Skills to support Personal 

Development.

‘Inclusion is not about treating 

everyone the same, as teachers, 

it is about demonstrating the 

skill and awareness of how to 

identify and respond to the 

diverse needs of any group of 

pupils.’

(Douglas, S 2016, Unlocking a 

world of potential, British 

Council.)

• Communication & 

Collaboration.

• Citizenship.

• Leadership

• Creativity & Imagination.

• Digital literacy.

• Critical thinking & Problem 

Solving.

(Often, focussing on one core 

skill will support the 

development of another.)
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Communication 

and 

Collaboration
Citizenship 

& 

Leadership Digital Literacy

Creativity & 

Imagination Critical thinking  

& Problem 

Solving

Hope
Dignity Peace Respect

Freedom 

Promoting Global Learning  through the development 

of cores skills, values and questioning skills.

Is it realist to wipe our 

hunger by 2030?

Who are we?

What is our school 

community like and how is 

it changing?

How can we reduce 

inequality in our 

community? 

Global Megastructures: 

What are they and why 

build them?

Should deforestation be 

allowed to continue in 

Amazonia?

Why are are plants so 

important?

Why is water so 

precious?



Sharing our learning about  critical thinking and problem solving 
Strategies to support personal development.
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LET’S HAVE A GO!

BASED ON THE ASPIRATIONS OF THE UN 
SUSTAINABLE GOAL N2, ZERO HUNGER, IS IT 
REALISTIC TO WIPE OUT HUNGER BY 2030?
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A BROAD, RICH, DEEP AND 
INCLUSIVE CURRICULUM TO:

ENABLE THEM TO MAKE A POSITIVE 
CONTRIBUTION TO SOCIETY.
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They have started the first mission in their passports.



I hope that my first action will contribute to 
achieve the global goal I have chosen. 

My first action is joining a society of justice in my local community to 
help the poor people. 

My first action is reducing meals quantities and sharing food with 
poor families.

My first action is encouraging my family to buy and eat healthy food 
to enjoy a healthy life style.

My first action is studying well and encouraging my friends to study 
.too, being creative in exchanging the ideas with each other

My first action is talking with my parents to treat my brothers  and 
sisters equally. 

NO POVERTY

NO HUNGER

GOOD HEALTH

QUALITY OF 
EDUCATION

GENDER 
EQUALITY 



By Involving Parents with our Zero Hunger Project, we were able 
to  enable our learners to make a positive contribution to society.
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A BROAD, RICH, DEEP AND 
INCLUSIVE CURRICULUM TO:

RESPECT DIVERSITY.
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• We looked at 

The UN Goal 

Number 4:

Quality Education

and discussed what 

this meant and 

looked like. We brainstormed what we thought we would need for Good 
Quality Education and used our ideas to make a word cloud. We also 
discussed what  ‘inclusive’ and ‘equitable’ meant and discussed if Greenvale 
was an inclusive and equitable school.

Greenvale Primary School
Question 1 and 2



We always 
share  
At Greenvale so 
it is fair for 
everyone.







Generally, our 
students concluded, 
that the quality of 
education of a school 
was not necessarily 
about it’s resources, 
but about the unique 
values each school 
upholds. 

Amman and London Schools Global 
Learning Project June 2019
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PARTNER TALK ACTIVITY

DISCUSS.

WHAT ARE THE OPPORTUNITIES IN YOUR SCHOOL 
TO RAISE THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION FOR YOUR 
PUPILS THROUGH THE UN SUSTAINABLE GOALS, 
WHILE SUPPORTING THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR 
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT, BEHAVIOUR AND 
ATTITUDES?
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ANY QUESTIONS?

Stephen Ellis

British Council Schools Ambassador and 
Associate Global Learning Adviser for HEC.

Contact details

Email: stephenellis456@outlook.com.

HEC Global Learning Centre,

Tower Hamlets PDC,

229 Bethnal Green Road,

London,

E2 6AB

Tel: 020 7364 6405
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