
Documenting children’s 
sustained shared thinking at 

Pembury House Nursery School
Inspiration from Three Erasmus Visits

April / May / October 2018



Visit 1: Erasmus Visit to 
Reggio Emilia, Italy 2018



 The Pembury Team took part in a one and a half year Environments 
of Enquiry Project to explore the Reggio Emilia educational 
approach

 Following this, 5 of the Pembury Staff  attended a 1 week study 
tour of the kindergarten and primary schools in Reggio Emilia 

 We had the opportunity to join in with different Atelier Workshops. 
The Atelier is a place of research, invention and empathy for 
children and adults. 

 We were invited into the Atelier spaces where children are offered 
daily opportunities to encounter many types of materials, many 
expressive languages and work actively with their hands, minds 
and emotions. 



We were inspired by the Erasmus funded visit to Reggio Emilia, 
where we observed for example, how the simplicity of something 
like vegetables, combined with the complexity of children’s 
interests.

This led to project work and the resulting of deeper levels of 
exploration and learning.

We brought these ideas back with us and this is what happened 
when we shared the provocation of vegetables with the children in  
class at Pembury House Nursery School…



The children used their senses to explore how 
the cabbages looked, felt and smelt. 

Practitioners offered the children magnifiers to 
take a closer look. 



The children used the cameras 
to take photos of the cabbages 

from their point of view. 
Details and original 

perspectives emerged. 

“I can see a snake” 
Sofia 2yrs



Practitioners offered flowers, onions and leeks to further 
develop the children’s curiosity and investigations. 

The children approached these materials in a similar way. 



They were offered paper and 
pencils to document the cabbages 

from their point of view. 

“A big cabbage and a small 
cabbage.”
Ethan 3yrs

They soon discovered that the 
red cabbages could leave marks 
and patterns. The children then 
spent time manipulating the red 

cabbage in various ways to create 
marks.  



Visit 2: Erasmus Visit to 
Vasteras, Sweden, May 2018
(with 6 staff from Pembury)



6 Pembury staff visited a mixture of ‘Rain and Shine’ Outdoor 
Nature Kindergartens and municipal kindergartens where children 
are aged 0-6 years. In all settings, the children spend most of the 
time outdoors, regardless of the weather. 

Nature trails through the forest                Stories in the forest



In Sweden and Reggio Emilia, children used digital microscopes 
both indoors and in the forest to closely examine nature. 



Following the Erasmus Sweden visit, children 
in Pembury showed interest in looking for 
bugs and insects in the nursery garden. 



Inspired by our Erasmus funded international study week 
experience in Reggio Emilia in Italy and Vasteras in 

Sweden, we chose to use digital technology to expand 
the children’s encounters with the natural environment. 



At Pembury House, 

practitioners offered the 

children digital microscopes 

(purchased from TTS). 

The microscopes produced 

captivating images that 

could be interpreted in a 

variety of ways. 

This enabled the children to 

look at their world from 

different perspectives.



In Vasteras we observed children 
using a ‘Cube’ …



At Pembury House we made our 
own cube and used it to further 

explore nature and the children’s 
interests in butterflies.

“I want a butterfly on me, It’s 
magic, I’m changing, green, green 

plants.”  
Truman 4yrs

“I saw the butterfly it’s on me”.
Zhi Bo 4yrs



The cube created a space within 
a space 

The children explored this space and expressed their ideas and 
discoveries in many different ways.



The cube supported the children’s 
interests in physically exploring 

how the butterflies moved.

“Flapping my wings, I can fly!”
Julian 3yrs 



The work didn’t stop 
there……practitioners visited 

Finland as a part of our 3rd & final 
Erasmus visit! 



Visit 3: Erasmus Visit to 
, Finland, October 2018
(with 7 staff from Pembury)



Practitioners visited a number of forest schools. They were 
taught about the Finish education system and the 
importance of having access to nature for the children’s 
health and well-being. We have brought this back to 
Pembury and have considered our outdoor and indoor 
enviroments.


